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Teacher Evaluation Update
Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES)
Tracey
is entering
D. Johnson,
its fourth year
President
of
implementation in Columbus. Ohio House Bill 64, signed into law on June
2015, prohibited the use of value-added ratings for evaluation purposes for
2015-16 & 2016-17 school years, so ALL teachers must once again do two
Student Learning Objectives (SLOs). OTES applies to any certificated or
licensed teacher who instructs students fifty percent or more of their
employed time meaning that all teachers, tutors and part-time hourly
teachers whose primary job is instructing students are required to be
evaluated under OTES.
Pertinent details of the CCS-adopted format for this school year include:
• 50% of a teacher’s rating is based on summative evaluation of␗
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Airlines. During that time, she earned her law degree from Capital
University Law School.

CEA’s Endorsed Judicial Candidates
Ohio Supreme Court
Judge John O’Donnell was ﬁrst elected to the Cuyahoga
County Court of Common Pleas in 2002, and then again in 2006
and 2012. The Cuyahoga County court is one of Ohio’s busiest,
and during that time Judge O’Donnell has presided over scores of
jury trials in felony criminal cases and civil lawsuits. He handled a
felony mental health docket featuring criminal defendants who
were diagnosed with a serious, psychotic, mental illness. When
defendants were convicted, Judge O’Donnell strove to impose
sentences that appropriately balanced public protection and
treatment.
Judge Cynthia Rice holds a J.D. from the University of
Akron. She has served as a judge for the 11th District Court of
Appeals and Assistant United States Attorney in the General
Crimes Division. She also has worked as a Special Assistant
United States Attorney, a Trumbull County Prosecutor, Chief
Counsel for the Mahoning Valley Law Enforcement Task Force,
and Criminal Administrator and Chief Counsel for Mahoning
Valley’s Drug Prosecution
Unit. She practiced law
privately from 1989 –
1993.

Court of Common Pleas, Franklin County
General Division
Michael J. Holbrook earned his J.D. from Capital University
and worked in private practice for 22 years. Judge Holbrook was
originally elected to his position in 2004 and is seeking re-election
to his third six-year term. He volunteers with various faith based
re-entry programs and alternative treatment programs involving
drug and alcohol rehabilitation.
Crysta R. Pennington is the managing partner of a law ﬁrm
where she has practiced law for over 11 years. Her practice
primarily consists of criminal defense in Common Pleas,
Municipal and Juvenile Courts. She has extensive experience in
domestic relations court and jury trial experience in Common
Pleas Court General Division and Domestic/Juvenile Divisions.
Pennington is
concerned about
opiate addiction
and untreated
mental health
disease. She intends to give back to the community by using her
medical and dental background to help facilitate civil matters that
come before the court.
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Court of Appeals,
10th District
Jennifer Bruner is a state appellate court judge for Ohio's
tenth appellate district. She worked in private law practice starting
in 1988. She holds prior elective experience as Ohio's ﬁrst female
Secretary of State from 2007-2011. Her work in improving Ohio's
elections received national recognition, including the nation's
most prestigious award for elected public servants, the bipartisan
John F. Kennedy Proﬁle in Courage Award. Before serving as
Ohio's 52nd Secretary of State, Jennifer Brunner was elected twice
judge of the Franklin County Common Pleas Court where she
pioneered the practice of allowing jurors to ask questions and
started the county's ﬁrst adult felony drug court.
Julia L. Dorrian has nearly 12 years of service on the bench,
with the last four-and-a-half years at the Tenth District Court of
Appeals in Franklin County. Her uncle is Michael Dorrian, a
former Franklin County commissioner, and her father Hugh is
Columbus’ long-serving Franklin County auditor. With her
knowledge of Spanish and French, Judge Dorrian has used her
foreign language experience to champion the use of qualiﬁed
interpreters in the courtroom. Prior to becoming an appellate
judge, she served as a trial judge for seven years on the Franklin
County Municipal Court.
Susan D. Brown has served on the Ohio Tenth District
Court of Appeals since January of 1999. Brown attended Ohio
University and the University of the Americas before receiving her
B.S. degree from Kent State University in special education in
1974. After working as a sixth grade teacher in 1975 and 1976, she
returned to school and received her M.A. degree (Special
Education-Gifted and School Administration) from The Ohio
State University. From 1976 to 1984, she worked for Trans World
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Julie M. Lynch has been a Common Pleas judge since 2006.
She served as Franklin County Municipal Court judge from
2003-2004 and before that for three years as the Whitehall City
Attorney. Lynch served as an Ohio assistant attorney general. She
earned her law degree at Capital University Law School. Lynch
works with the Prison Smart Program, helping inmates learn skills
to reduce stress and heal trauma, and the Power Breath
Meditation Program for Veterans seeking to decrease posttraumatic stress and anxiety. She has been working to establish a
veteran’s docket as a court-wide initiative.
Mark A. Serrott who earned his law degree from The Ohio
State University in 1979, has worked for ﬁve years as trial judge
for the Common Pleas court, conducting over 60 jury trials and
litigation experience as trial lawyer for over 30 years. He was
named an outstanding Judge of 2015 by Central Ohio Coalition
for Justice. He believes strongly in cost-saving alternative dispute
resolution, and has over 30 years of experience as a mediator who
has resolved and settled 90 of 105 civil cases brought before him
for mediation.
Jeﬀrey M. Brown graduated from The Ohio State University
Moritz College of Law in 1979. In 1993, he was appointed by the
Supreme Court of Ohio as a Commissioner on the Court’s Board
of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline. As a member of
the Board, Mr. Brown heard cases involving ethics charges against
judges and lawyers. Brown previously served on the advisory
board of Rosemont Center (now part of Buckeye Ranch). He
currently is a member of the 5/3 Bank Advisory Board.
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Colleen O’Donnell was appointed to Common Pleas Court,
General Division in 2013 and won her reelection in 2014. She has
presided over all manner of civil and criminal cases, conducted
numerous jury trials, and has worked to reduce the caseload she
inherited. Previously, Judge O'Donnell served as a law clerk to
Judge Sara Lioi of the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Ohio. She also served in the Ohio Attorney
General's Oﬃce as an Assistant Attorney General in the
Consumer Protection Section.
Richard A. Frye earned his law degree from The Ohio State
University, Moritz College of Law. He has served as a judge since
January 2005 following 30 years in private practice; active duty
with USAF JAG oﬃce; and served as an Ohio Assistant Attorney
General from 1973-74. He has served as a trial judge for the
Franklin Co. Common Pleas Court since 2005. Frye chaired the
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Judges Committee that oversaw design and construction of the
new Franklin County Courthouse which opened in 2011. Frye
mediated a dispute within the Reynoldsburg School District
stemming from a safety-related lawsuit. Many credit his mediation
with helping to resolve the teachers strike there in 2014.
Kimberly Cocroft was appointed Judge for the Franklin
County Court of Common Pleas in 2009 and was elected to her
ﬁrst full six-year term in 2010. Prior to her appointment, she
served as Deputy Legal Counsel for Governor Ted Strickland and
was responsible for coordinating litigation matters with the chief
legal counsels at Ohio’s 26 executive agencies, drafting executive
orders and directives, and managing legal representation on behalf
of the governor.
Judge Cocroft also served as a clerk for Ohio Supreme Court
Justice Alice Robie Resnick, drafting opinions that interpret Ohio
law. Cocroft then spent several years in private law practice,
specializing in business and employment litigation.

Award is presented annually to a CEA member who has
promoted social justice, diversity and human and civil rights.
Last year, we honored Pastor Frederick V. LaMarr of Family
Missionary Baptist Church with the Dr. King Humanitarian
Award and Language Arts teacher Yolanda M. Stewart, Ph.D.,
with the Davis Award.
This event always features a dynamic and internationally
recognized keynote speaker. It is always well attended, so be sure
to purchase tickets in advance. Tickets are $30 per person, or
$240 for a table of eight.

Our FRs: The Vital Levy Link
Our Faculty Representatives recently attended one of the
most important Legislative Assemblies (LA) of the school year: a
brieﬁng about Issue 57. It was the last oﬃcial LA before the Nov.
8 election. This vital information is being shared with you during
your building’s Ten-Minute Meeting. If your building hasn’t had
one yet, check with your SFR when it will be. We thank our CEA
representatives for ensuring you know what’s happening, so we all
can engage in the work of our Association: AIMS, Berwick Alt.
K-8, Binns ES, Burroughs ES, CAHS, Centennial HS, Champion
MS, Colerain ES, Columbus City Prep. For Girls, Columbus
Gifted Academy, Columbus Scioto 6-12, Como ES, Cranbrook
ES, East Columbus ES, Fairmoor ES, Fairwood ES, Georgian
Heights ES, Hamilton STEM ES, Highland ES, Hubbard
Mastery ES, Indian Springs ES, Johnson Park MS, Juvenile
Detention Center, Linden STEM ES, Livingston K-6, Maize ES,
Miﬄin MS, Moler K-6, North Linden ES, Northland HS,
Northtowne ES, Ohio Avenue ES, Parkmoor ES, Ridgeview MS,
Southwood K-6, Stewart ES, Sullivant ES, Valleyview ES,
Westgate ES, Winterset ES and Yorktown MS.

Thanks for Supporting Issue 57:

Kim A. Browne has served as a Domestic Relations Division
judge since 2003. She earned her degree from The Ohio State
University, Moritz College of Law. She manages a full-time
docket of approximately 7,800 active domestic relations and
juvenile cases per year. Browne served previously as the Court’s
Administrative Judge; the Court’s Lead Juvenile Judge. She is an
adjunct professor at Ohio Dominican University teaching Labor
Relations, Human Resources Management, Business Law and the
Legal Environment of Business in the Associate.

Thank you to the following CEA members for their generous
donation in support of Issue 57: Dan Carter, Alan D’Aurora, S.
Dieﬀenderfer, Claudia Eschelbach, Victoria Evans, Anita Flack,
Megan Flowers, Julie Freeman, Amber Gilbert, Christine Hoell,
John Hoell, Robin Lucas, Catherine Marschall, Lindsey Mathews,
Laura Maxwell, Dennis Mulloy, Michael Mundew, Kate Penn,
Kimberly Reiner, Christine Richards, Jai Scott, Michael Stinziano,
John Thomas, Juliann Tilger, Katrisha Trenor, Sharon Unrau,
Claudia Webb, Andrea Wensink, Mary Whitehead and Jennifer
Zutterling.
You can still give to support our students and our schools:
• Donate to the Successful Schools Committee by going to
https://yesforcolumbusschools.com/donate. Federal law states
you must enter your employer. List Columbus City Schools
(CEA) in the employer box.
• You can write a check made payable to "Successful Schools
Committee" and mail to Successful Schools Committee, 208 E.
State St., Columbus, Ohio 43215. Be sure to write Columbus
City School (CEA) on the memo line of your check.

Save the Date: MLK Awards Dinner

Special Notes

Court of Common Pleas, Domestic
Division

The 38th Annual CEA Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards
Dinner is set for Thursday, Jan.12, 2017, at the Hyatt Regency
Columbus. Throughout the evening we honor the memory of Dr.
King, and we also present awards to individuals who exemplify
the spirit of his work. Nominations are being accepted until 4:30
p.m. Nov. 14 for these awards. The mailing address for the
nominations is CEA MIP Committee, 929 E. Broad St.,
Columbus, Ohio, 43215. Fax: (614) 253-0465. Nomination
forms have been sent to each Senior Faculty Representative.
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award is
given for distinguished service in the community in the areas of
education, social justice or human and civil rights. Anyone except
current employees of the Columbus City Schools is eligible to
receive this award. Nominations may come from students,
parents, teachers, community leaders and community residents.
The Helen Jenkins Davis Award is named in honor of the
ﬁrst black teacher hired by the Columbus City Schools. Mrs.
Davis, who was hired in 1918, was also the ﬁrst witness called in
the 1976 school desegregation trial in Columbus. The Davis

The Spring 2017 Fee Waiver Applications will be in all
buildings on Monday, October 31, 2016. The completed
fee waiver application is due back to the Sixth Street Annex
by Friday, Nov. 11, 2016 by 5 p.m. If you are a Priority 1 or a
Priority 2 status, please be sure to include the proper
documentation with your completed fee waiver application.
Documentation is required with each fee waiver process.
Your priority status will change without the proper
documentation. Please call Norma Oldham, (614) 365-5039
or email her at: noldham@columbus.k12.oh.us if you have
any questions.
A special 2016 Fall Election will ﬁll these positions:
Middle School Governor At-Large #1 (to complete the
unexpired term ending in 2017) and Middle School
Governor At-Large #2 (full three-year term). Campaigning
runs until Nov. 15. Votes will be tallied Nov. 16. In the event
of a fall run-oﬀ election, campaigning will begin Nov. 17 and
end Dec. 13. Voting begins Nov. 29 and ends Dec. 13; votes
will be tallied Dec. 14. carefully and mail your completed

